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HE Reader is hereby advertiſed, That the Matteri contained in 
| the omar Declaration and Narration, were imtended to hqve 

' © been preſented.#o the Mayor's Court in. New-York, the 21th o Janus 
2 


ry laſt paſt, but that the Fury and Rage of thi Infolent Man 
was grown to that _— that the day before, by his order, ſeveral Per- 
[ 


fon# of Note were violently ſeized, and divers Houſes broken open, ſo as 
i was hot thought ſafe to proceed in ſuch Method. _ For: which veaſon 
# s thought well to publiſh'the ſame, for information of all into whoſe 
hands it may come, but more eſpecially for the benefit of our fellow Inha- 
bitants, who are abuſed by the falſe! Pretentions of this common Violat 

Af our Laws and Liberties, as by the following Narrative will plainly 
appear : Wherein, the Coutteous Peruſer 3s lefted to take notice, it hath 
been our gre#t Gare torelate nothing but Matters of Fatt, of which we 
have ſubſtantial Credible wane ©] ; 


| 


| 4.4. iis | 
The Nartative, & t. Ts 
Os of the deep Senſe we have of the good Providence of AJ- 


mighty God, "itn Their Majeſties happy Acceſſton rothe'Imp 
'Crownof England, Ge. In che firſt place, We, in a moſt C 
[ | ftian- manner, - with Hearts and Hands lifted op to Heaven ie 
Glory to Almighty God, for this ſo happy a Revolution, 'w whereof ir 
hath pleaſed che moſt High to appear the principal Author. In the net 
place, We cannot but declare and publiſh to the World our Hearty and 
Thankful Reſentments of the Noble, chough hazardqus Enterprize of rhe 
late Prince of Orange, 'our now moſt Breen King of # Keeps 
Scotland, 'France and lreland, Defender of thie Faith, &c; the N 
roe of this Age, for the Proteſtant Religion; and the Þ TE he 
Laws and Liberties of che Engliſh Nation unviolated, trani __ 
that as Dedes cur Liver ſo in point of Gratitude, ow yhers no leſs (Fe 
te our Lives and Fortunes to their Majefties: ces, wich our 


( though m 
Their Dominion ) ſhall ſhare with them m the A Propelery 
- Fey rrwrng whereof, in all Humble and ' Obedrenc manner, As 
Dad | Subjects to' Their Majeſties,, and Well-wiſhers bor ig Few 
Province'6f- New-York; We can+do no leſs thait oe preeace 
andt9 the World, declare our Abhorrenteand 
able; Illegal and Arbitrary Proceedings of fome Men: Eng, hrpigh ts 
inthis Their Majeſties Province, who have uſurped Authority over us; 
Againft all fuch Proceedings of theirs, hereafter faithfally and imparti- 
ally ſer down, and againſt-rhem, as the Actors thereof,” we do hereby 
lickly Declare and Proteſt. 
Now-to the end'thar Rexſonableneſs' of hy our Proteſtition may ap* 
pear unto all co whofe hands it mzy cone, we count ourſelves, 
to give a brief Recital of the Care of 'our late Lieutenant 'Governour' 
Francis Nicholſon, tor the more peaceable, quiet and fatisfaory govern- 
ing this Their Majeſties Province. | 
To obviate all ſofpicion of Jealoufies that_ might arife in ill-afte&ed 
_ Turbulent Spirits, our faid Eientenzht Governour by and with: 'the con- 
ſent of {0 my of as Council as here refided, (upon che whifperng of 
the late ha wy Conn ). did convene rogerher, with the May perk der- 
men- and 
Commilhon Officers of the Militia-of this City '*#nd County ; at which 
A Convention 


ncu Men of the City of New-York, Mayor: all che 


it f 2 
A oantior, our (aid Lieutenant Governour propoſed to admit of part of 
the Train-bands. of this City and County to take their turns of Watching 
and Warding within Their Majeſties Fort, -under their - own Officers ; 
And further offered, with the advice and conſent of his Council, Civil 
and Milicary:Othcers, there met and aſſembled, That che Cuſtoms for- 
merly,paid by the Inbabitanrs of this Province, ſhould ſtill continue, on- 
Ty with, chis alterapion, that whereas formerly it was expended and [aid 
ati fraying of, che Charges of the Goyernment, and Souldiers in pay 
4 neLarrilhg a, i .it ſhould thence forward be imployed- in the forcifying 
and putting this City in a poſture of Defence againſt a Forreign Enemy, 

oh, which the, Wel-tare and Safety of this Province ſo much depends. . - 
In purſuance of the $ lame, an Order iflyed forth from the ſaid;Conven- 


ti figned by the Lieutenant Governour, his Council, the Mayor and 
ij, et E WO City, and moſt of the Commiſſion Officers of the Mili- 


tia, none (how ſo greata diſlike to it as Facob Leyſler one of wy ya 
rains of the Tonk of this City, who at that time had Shi P Cocen 

th Wines, the Cuſtoms whergof amounted to upwards of one hundred, 

the payment of this he utterly refuſed, alledging, The Collefor be- 

it pet: |, W45mor gualified to receive. it, denyi en ge robe be wa 
Whet, EE that of LF; $2.5 private Intore ot (hejon < impart | Ju 

£ He .of this Perſon not being & 
ja alual. hs though appointed for the 1 e v0 
e 


ſets himſelfu; u n inventio ways bow he might overturn the Govern-: 
ment, —ngr'. peaceable and quiet. ; The firſt thing be falls upon 
Was tp tir up and animar th ws of the Eaſt erd of Long:1/land to 
ade, with cor PTE co take Poſſeſſion of the Fart, lei it ould 

fy ME: to a Forreign Powez ; 'this | 
wks them, w were eady heated by.the ens of Boſton, 
in clapping up of our ounkbed Sir Edmund Andros, and after ſome Con- 
ſulractions among(t themſelves, they put forward ina Hoſtile manner, in- 
creaſing as hey. camealong the 1rd, until they were ſo far advanced as 
the Town. of Famaics, being then about Ei hty in Number, where they 
halted, and ſentup three of their: principal Leacers to Giſcourſe the Lieu- 
teriant Governour, who. upon their coming convened his Council, the 
Mayor and Aldermen of this City, -and the Commiſhon-Officers of. the 
| ita of City and ker ary into which Convention [the Perſons ſent 
{| were admitted ; where after fome long debates, they ſeemingly went @- 
| || , Way fatished, at leaſt ſo far as that they and the men accompanying them, 
|_ returned poeto their own Towns and Habirations, without doing the 
4 leaſt hurcor ga mage tOany. : 
bus Siracagem. failing. our Mafanello Leyſter, in2 ſhort time after os | 

Rumour was ſpread amongſt the quiet Inhabitants of this City, of a hox 
al Deign, there was-gf Murdering them; their Wives and Children, 


RN 


T3 

as they wete-Workhiping of-God in the - Dutch Church within 
eh a Sunday eafaes, when this cruel A& was to be accompliſhed z 
Caprain'Zeyſer in-the'mean time inſtigating and ſtirring up che Inhahi- 


tants to Self-preſervarion againſt this Imaginary Deſign, which fo tax pre-: 
before the UHGAY -2 
acre, they role, 1.2. 


vailed with part ofthe Inhabirants, as that the Friday 
market out by this! Report for the pretended Ma 0 
Heftile-marmer; the firſt who appeared in Arms were ſome under Ley/ler's 


Command, who (as the Plot was aid ) weat to the Houſe of their Cap- . 


tain, and-threatned to Shoot him if he would not head them. This no 
ways ſurprized the couragious Captain ; a ſubſtantial Reaſon why, him- 


ſelf being the'ſole contriver of it : Yet whether prevailed moſt, the want 
if he ſhould miſcarry in, this, bold At-, 
rempt;'the'Copintry would be deſticure of one ſo fit as himſelf ro Com-. 


of 'Valour,. or the Apprehenſions 
mand, 'We leave to the'Jadicious to determine. 


However it 'was, it ſeemed not good unto this Champion to venture 
himſelf, * but commits the conduct of his Men unto one Srol, famous for 
nothing, unleſs his not being worth a Groat; up Marches S:of with his 
brisk Followers, and to the Fort Gates they draw near, where they met 
with 'a very civil Gentleman, one Hendrick Cuyler, left under Captain 
Abraham Depeyfter, who.commanded thar part of the Train-Bands, who 
by turrſhad the Guard 'in the Fort that day; this Perſons civility was ſuch, 
that its hard to determine whether S:oJand his party without were more 
deſirous to enter, than he within was ready to open the Gates to them. 
In fine, Entrance they had, with great Acclamations and Joy on both 
fides;' thatiſo Meritorious a Defiga was not prevented. 

""Howfar this Valiant Lieutenant Ciy/er, in this 


now determine; but'ſure we-are, the Seaſon they took for accompliſh- 
ing this their Unman-like Contrivance, doth not a little add to their 
Crime, it being at chat junRure of time when our Lieutenant Goyernor 


and Conventment ( whereof we have before made mention) were con- . 
for the more orderly, quiet and* peaceable Govergibe this. their 
tled, and Acted. 


ſalti 
Majefties Provinite, who at this ſadden Change were ſtar 
what was left in their Power, publickly proteſting againſt this Rude 
Aion, and the Actors thereof. | | | 

By his time their great Champion Lezſler being well aſſured all dan- 


and hazzard was over, he moſt Couragiouſly Girds on his Pnond, 


Marches Stoutly up che Fort, in order to his carrying the Game he 


ſo'fairhy begun, whete he is joyfully received, and a Conſultation im, 
mediately/held; how-they thould obtain the Keys of the Fore, which the - 


Lieutenant Governor had in Caltody, being inthe City Hall, where he 
was in Conſalcation, as is already hinted. 


The Evening approaching, Captain Zodwick and his Company Advan- * 


ces 
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| Co | bt A of his, hath - 
thfwvered the Lats of Arms, or the Truſt repoſed in un we will not 


© ANG 44 58 
- EesSto the, Fort, to mount.the Guard, 2s his-turn «Gran 

his being-in the-Fort, nothing would ſatisfie the Tu irans _ 
but that three or four Files of Men muſt be ſent , Ander qo on 
of of Bd: Churchill, Sergeant; to Captain Lotwih to fetch the Keys 


from the Lieurenanr Irowy ur. [A fitter.P bo Meſa 
coulg” "his ED weep for ty = 


IT 


_ er: pupliinpg, Jas 
ESE 
in the.Fort as 


ak ao leit (rior Kierations.wh 
yet 


t 
thew Majellies Þ 
act as publick. T EXE 4 I: 
'ce 


in the 
{aid Convention a n 2nd ordered; th SN} Fore bh 
ed to the Houſe of redertek Phill one of, the nil, 2.928 of known. 


Credit, and the wall tarp ray mg E. te in the 


This was conc a Gay, our rL j 
wg the, _ "ay. Tr, 
was this A nyention; 
thetnſelves Maſters of ex the Co {ties Fort, were ed. 

the Money too, being id "Sum of "Seven Hundred Seventy, Three Pounds, 
which they peremprofily denied the Remoyal, of, whom. onena demanded, by 


the Lieutenant Governour, in, purſuance of the: Order 

they have diſpoſed 0 ASM y, is 00, pete ch re room 

we Teuve that char 1 wil Kg ppy Arriyal of 2,Governo ly Gmmie 

10nate 

The Fort be IT in Pofleſſion' of the Captains. of this s Cigy, b 

turns, all the Viol d for-ſeveral days, was, that By 

of any Veſlel, t - nall, a File of Muſqueteers were \ ay ry 

the Mafters cher carried to Fed fo Fs the. ] 

from them, 'Tome w were open.d, DIGKY 2 reg el-the. 
le.” — Never the, ] ke known in this wh ) former Angie 


This is 200 little to Carkfie the inſatiable Argbidens this Grand nod ar 
per, Leyſier, who could agt content with the Nawrgrtad 
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fitted him for, and placed him in, but his foaring, ſpiring mind, aim- |] 
ing at that which neither his Birth nor Education had ever qualified him | 
for, ro wit, to be their Majeſties Lieutenant Governour of this Pro- 


vince, making no matter of Conſcience how Illegally he attained there- 
pnto, whether by Ulſarpation or otherwiſe.' Ir being his'rurn co Com- 
mand in Chief. in their Majeſties Fort the: third day 'of Fe paſt, he 


cauſed an Alarm to be Beat, that he rmight accompliſh his wicked De- 


ſigns, the intent of this Hubbub ug only ro enſnare thoſe of the 
- y og , who till that day had kept themſelves clear of theſe 
ONS 
+ , The Inhabitants unanimouſly appeared in Arms that day, to ſtop the 
Mouths of their Gaim-fayers, and were headed by their Colonel Nicholas 
Bayard, though many of them were ſenſible it was only a Sham-Alarm; 
it as afterwards proved, 47 
They being all drawn up, on a plain before the Fort, and no appear- 
ance of an Enemy, Colonel Bayard gave command to that Captain 
whoſe turn it was to worx' on the Fortifications of this City, That he 
and: his Company ſhould' repair thitherz and/to the other Captains he 
gave command, that they ſhould diſmiſs their Men/' Bur this not an- 
{wering the end of thoſe who-were made privy to the defign of Leyſler 
they March- into the Fort withont their Captains, who ſtayed fo long 
on the Plain, until they were told, 1f they went not in, the Commonalty 
would pull down their Houſes, and ' they would be in danger of their Lives. 
To prevent which they followed their Companies, ( ioſtead of leading 
them) into the Fort, where aPaper was prepared to be figned by every 
one, the Contents being, That with their Lives and Fortunes they would de- 
| fend the Proteſtant Religion; qnd keep the Fort for King William and Queen 
Mary, until their Majeſties further Order. 
This being done, Leyſley begins to think himſelf ſure of his Poine: 
Gabriel Munveill, one of the Captains of the Train-Bands well con- 
fidering the ill effes that ſuch Proceedings would produce; wiſely pro- 
cures his diſcharge from the Lieutenant Governour and no more appear- 
ed amongſt them :.:/The reſt of che Sues continued their Command, 
more, as we are ready to believe, to do what in them lay, to prevent 
Miſchief, and check the Infolence of this proud Ulſurper, whoſe im- 
moderate deſire after Greatneſs and Dominion, over his fellow-$Sub- 
jets, ſo far infatuated him, as that upon all occaſions, ( eſpecially if 
any. fraders preſent ) lie hach- publickly made his boaſts, how he con- 
trived:and laid the 'whole Deſign, as is before related. 
The next Invention. of: Leyſter was to animate and ſtir up. the Peo- 
ple to the choice of Commictee-Men, upon pretence of writing a Let- 
ter to.the King; in bebalt'of the Country, and to conſider the Reparati- 
ons 


T6 7 | 
ons of the Fort, which was of abſolute neceſſity. '' However legal, : this 
Company of Men Aſſembled were ( who'afterwards termed themſelves, 
A Committee of Safety ) we leave till a fitter time to diſpute. But we 
cannot paſs by the Method-of- being choſen, which we are ſure, was 
altogether Illegal and Diforderly,:there being nor 'one'third parr'of the 
Iababiants.6f thischeir Majefties Province that condeſcended. thereunto, 
nor was it ever intended by LZeyſter. they thould, teſt 'by that means his | 
expecations ſhould-be fruſtrated. *Jn fine, A Company of theſe Men q 
Ele&ed by the far leaſt Number of the Inhabitants, coming. together | 
in the Fort, two of them indued with more honeſty, and a clearer diſ- 
cerning than the reſt, perceiving the-main drift was to ſet up: Ley/ter, and 
make Fm Cornmanderin chief, fairly and wiſely with-drew themſelves, 
and after the firſt time appeared no more among them. '_.. 

The firſt fruits of this unſafe Committee, as.we have cauſe ſufficient 
to term them, was to make LZeyfler oe of the Fort, requeſting of 
the other Captains of the City, that they would yield him their afliſt- 

A RE Er UG ame, which ke = wenting.d 

'\Now $sUlſurpers:greatneſs, w is no ways wanting--it 
improving ( with che Alitance of his Commictee-men ) in all the :Jlle- 

| Arbitrary Acts:man'in' fo ſhort:time could be guilty.of. His 'work- 
þ ing Brain ſtands not ſtill with Commanding the Fort,- nor were his de- 
'/ fires fully anſwered thereby : Nothing leſs than Lording and Domineer- 
| ing in alCauſes ( Eccleſiaſtical, Civitand Military ) will ſatisfie this 
/| Man, who was, and is much2 like qualified for them all - -..- 4 
'' ,- The Laws and Liberties of the EngliſhNation ( withwhich we have 
[| od - cauſe. to judge, ihe is little acquainted.) he'thinks no Crime to 
þ iolate, not regarding the Noble:Example of the late Prince of Orange 
i our now moſt renowned Soveraign King Hiliam, who for prevention of 
| the Violation of our Laws and Liberties, hath ſo eminently appeared, 4 
.| tothe end they might be preſervedin their due Channel. 
| . . This our prond Uſurper finding:the finicetneſs of an Arbitrary Power, 
| || agreeable with his Arbitrary” Mind, deems it 'a fault in any, who-ob- 
| jeRed the Law againſt his legal Proceedings. Upon:all fuch occaſions; 
| |||| ' he would angrily anſwer, What do' you talk, of L AW? the SWORD 
|! anoft now Rule, As if that which was judged fo Hainous in our Native 
| Sand, would be deemed Meritorious in theſe. parts 'of. Their Majeſties 
{| mMINIONn- Th 1 . 11 ef0,47! 4. CIERCSHEY 161 ON Bo 3 
* Our: Neighbouring Colony of 'Conpefticur -being: Fall; of Diforders 
+. amongſt themſelves; albeit cheyrhad afſartied their former Governnenr, 
2 general Court 'of that Colony Titting,' take upon theny-'to :fend.! two 
| Perſons ro diſcourſe thoſe, who ( by _rpangn) ac -eaken Poſſeſſion 
| | i _ of their Majeſties Fort of chis.' Proyince, : nformation being given'un- 
'F | | to 
43 $ RN 
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4, = | 
to the Mayor, Aldermen and Common-Council of this City, met and 
Membled ar the Mayor's Houſe the 224 of 7ane laſt paſt, that Major 
Gold and Captain Fitz, were ſent by Connefticu: Colony, with orders to 
proclaim their Highneſſes, Prince and Princeſſes of Orange, King and 
Queen of England, &c. That Board requeſted Alderman William Merrit 
to go to the Fort, where thoſe two Gentlemen were, and defire the fa- 
your of them to come to the Mayor's Houle, which he accordingly did, 
and they complyed with the Requeſt : Being come to the Mayor's Houle, 
he ſignifies to them, The Information was had of their coming to this 
lace with directions to proclaim King #5iam and Queen Mary, and de- 
fired they would acquaint them what Orders they had for it, that ſo they 
( of this City) might be ready to thew their forwardneſs to a& in the 
{ame with ſuch Honour and Splendor as the occaſion required. 
© Major Gold and Captain Fitz anſwered, They came por #0 ſuch account, 


' but came to the Perſons that had the Fort in Cuſtody, to diſcourſe about ſome 


particular Matters from their General Court ; and that they did not know be- 
fore they came from bome but that the King had been already proclaimed here, 
That when they came to Town, going to the Fort, as they were ſent, they having 
the Proclamation about them, Mr, Jacob Leyſler deſired them jo let him have 
the uſe of it to proclaim the King and Queen here. _ | hu 

"The Tahabirants being in Arms to this intent, by bear of the Drum the 
Mayot and Aldermen of this City (though not thonghe worthy to have 
any notice of ir, till after they were en aimed at the Fort ) went to the 
City Hall to attend the Solemnity. ich being perform'd, Leyſler de- | 
fired the. Maygr and chole with him, to, go up to the Fort and drink the 
King and Queens Health, which they ſhewed their readineſs to do.. No 
ſooner” were they comme into che Fort, though by invitation of Zey/ter 
hith(e] * but he tells them, The People were ſo much incenſed againſt them, 
that it would not be ſafe for them to continue long there, and gave them his 
friendly Advice to be gone. An Entertainment not unlike the Perſon 
that gave it. | | | 

Their Mzjeſties being proclaimed in this Province, and a printed Prov 

clamation coming ro the hands 'of the Mayor and Aldermen of this City, 
That all Fuftices of the Peace, and Sheriffs ſhou!d continue till further order, 
except Papiſtsz they cauſed the ſame publickly to be read, requiring the 
Inhabitants to take notice thereof accordingly. This madded our proud 
Uturper, being averſe to nothing more than a Civil Government, which 
he knew muſt needs curb £00 be 2 check to his [nſolency. 
' "Therefore tg prevent this he gives. his malicious Spirit the full ſiving 


and endeavours afreſh to inflame* the common People, by branding 5 
thoſe who were in Commiſſion of the Peace with _ Popiſhly affeited, 
Um 10 —_ 

all - 


for no other reaſon than that they _ not joyn with 
: | 


| ef 
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v2 | 8 ] 
all our Laws and Liberties. His envious malicious Mind could not have 
vented it ſelf in 2 more perfiicious Falſhood than this z for upon due 
Examination "it will be found, that not one Papiit, or Popiſhly affefted, 
throughout this their Mijeſties Province, were 1n Commiſſion of the Peace, 
and that many whom he hath thus. wickedly Scandalized, have always 
been of far greater Repatation, both +1. Church and State, chan him- 


ip | | | 

' The Malice of this mans' Spirit hath been {o general againſ all rhar 
wanld not ſay as he did; . that the Durch 1niFers of the Reformed 
Churches within this Province, have not eſcaped the Laſh of his invere- 
rate Tongue.. Nor hath his Endeavours been wantiag to create the ſame 
Diſorders and Confuſion in Church as he hath already done in Govern- 


- ment. 


How far what is already related, evinceth this UUarper Leyſter to be 
an Enemy to and Infringer of the Laws and Liberties of the Engliſh Na- 
tion, we leave to the Judgment of the Impartial. Yet, leſt all that he 
had hicherto ated were not ſufficient to declare his Averleneſs tothe Laws 
and Liberties of the Free-born Subjects of England, he further proceeds 
ro Attion. And | "++ | 

On the 25th day of,Fune laſt-paſt, going into the Cuſtom- Houſe, where 
was preſent Commiſſtoners appointed. by the Lieutenant, -Governours, 
Council,Mayor, Aldermen a mmon-Council of this City, Mr. Pailus 


| Richards, My. John Haynes, and Mr. Thomas amr, Merchants of this 


City, who were authorized by the Convention aforeſaid, to receive the 


uſual Cuſtoms paid by'the Inhabitants of this their Majeſties Province, 


and che ſame to keep, until orders came from their Majeſties. The rea- 
fon why this Convention cook agen chem to authorize the Gentletnen be- 
fore mentioned, was the particular Recommendation of the Lieutenanc 
Governour, cdnſidering the Circumſtances of Matthew Plowman, | Col- 
legor, and that he was not qualified, as their Majelties Proclamation, 
bearing date the 14h of February, 1688. direteth. ' 
- This Violator of our laws and Liberties, going into-the Cuſtom-houſe, 
25 is above hinted, -abuſes the Gentlemen then preſent with (currilous 
Eanguage; peremptorily demanding of them, By what Authority they ſate 
rhere? To whom they modeſtly replyed, That when he ſatisfied them what 


Power he had to examine them, they would return him anſwer, but in the mean 


'- Fine deſired him to go out of the Cuſtom- Houſe, where then he had no buſineſs. 


"In a lictle ſpace after, this Ulſurper comes the ſecond time, with his 


/!- POWER, which was neither the Laws of England, nor this Frovince, 


|! © nor yeta legal Commiſhon, | "Mm 
1! GUNS, ( T0 to his uſual Maxim, The SWORD ar Ns and not 
0 


mmiſfion, but a Company of men with SWORDS and 


ſtom-Houſe. 


rce of Arps turns ttiem out of the : 
n 


che £4VS) and by 
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In which violent ARion of this Uſurper, Colonel Bayard tengly ef: 
caped with: his Life, who hath wiſely, ever fiace, abſented himſelf, left 
by the Inſtigation of this malicious Man he might be murdered unawares. 
The next Exploit this Violent Leyſter falls. upon, is to fulfil a Promiſe, 
he was heard to make in the beginning of our -Troubles, That i# 40 
Months Time he would do alt the Englith Rogues buſineſs for them, ſo-'that Two 
of them ſhould nor be ſeen to walt together, In purſuance whereof, on the 
14% day of Auga/t, he ſends ſeveral armed Men, with no'other War- 
rant than their SWORDS and GUNS, to the Houſe 'of Mr. Thomas 
Clark, a Merchant in this Ciry, whoat that time was under ſome Indif- 
poſition of Body, which they no ways regarded, nor the Intreaty of his 
Wife, «then big with Child ) who begged of them not to beſo Rude, 
his Children being frighted. They replyed, They mattered. it 'not, if they 
were all killed ; And'in'a violent manner they carried this Free-botn'Suh- 
jet of Eng/and, and-Free-man. to the Fort, where Leyſter "lays 'to his 
charge a Paper delivered by him unto the Committee, but principally 
that he ſhoald- ſay, The-nexe time the Drum beat an Alarm, be could raiſe 
four hundred men. For no other reaſon is this Free-born SubjeR of Eng- 
land contined a cloſe Priſoner in the Fort, withoue any Warrant of 
Commitment, wherein the cauſe of his Confinement ought plainly, and 
eſpecially. to be ſer down, as the Law direts ; neither was there Us duE 
"Proceſs of Law againſt this their Majeſties SubjeR, thus arbitrarily de- 
barr'd of the Liberty of his Perſon. By which, -chis Uſurper hath made 

the greateſt Breach and Inrode upon the Laws and Liberties of the Eng 
Nation, that was poſſible for him to do, as the Gentlemen learned in tle 
Law; borh dy. Study and Practice, have ſufficiently demonſtrated by 
ſound and ſolid Arguments, That the Fiolation of a Man's Perſon is a 
Crime of a deeper Dye, and bigher Nature, than that of his Eftate, foraſ- 
much as nothing in the World is ſo near and dear to a man as the Liberty of his 
Perſon. This villanous Uſurper Ley/er not regarding the great care and 
pains of the Snpream Powers of Englend, met and afſembled in- Parlia- 
meat, for theſe many years paſt, ' to preſerve the Subjects Liberties uavi- 
olated, and to that end, how many excellent Adts have paſſed, which are - 
as ſo many Walls and Bulwarks againſt all Arbitrary Ulurpers, who 
though for a time may flouriſh, and meet with Applauſe. by their deluded 
Followers, it's not probable can terminate. in any thing leſs than utter 
Confuſion and Deſtruction to themſelves, and Shame and Ignomioy to 
their beguiled Abettors, only made uſe of as ſo many Tools tor the bet- 
ter accompliſhing their own wicked Ends, who then are to be laid afide, 

and new Favorites taken in. 

Nothing ſeems ſo conſentaneous to this abuſer of our Freedom and Li- 
berries, as the. FrenchKings Maxim (| Sic Fubeo fie volo ] who by Birth, 
we. 


— P 
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weare ready to. believe, may chim the greateſt ſhare in him, or at leaſt, 
by bis Actions, be equally Corning with that proud Tyrant, to give _ ©: 
= on Reaſon for his Arbitrary Acions than his own unlimited Will - - 
aha r1Caure, PII © 010d | 
; The many Abuſes particular Perſons have met withal, by having their 
Goods taken from them, without either Warrant or legal Proofs, would 
betao, tedioushere to inſert. - Upon all ſuch Occafions, the Actors being 
manded;: By what Warrant they commuted this Violence ? they. would uſu- 
ally anſwer,”'( clapping their Hands upon their Swords ) Here is our War- 


rant,. 
- . Thekeen edge of this Mans Malice couldnot be taken off by his'Cruel- 
ty to/ane-of them,” whoſe Ruin he had before avowed, but he goeth on 
to fulfil his wicked Promiſe. - And, 1 7:40) 
.- -Qn-the 26th day of Angſt paſt cauſeth another Alarm, to that end 
and purpoſe, -as ſome. of his own party were heard to ſay, ſome days be- 
fore it happened, That ſhortly there would be an Alarm, in order to the taking 
hold and ſecuring ſome not well affetted to their Attions, which were fach as 
this Violenc:Leyſter intended as the Subjects of his unbridled Envy. And 
accordingly in a violent manner, by force-of Arms, theſe: following Per- 
fons were dragged to the Fort, to wit, Mr. Witizm Aferrit; MriFacob 
Dekey,: Mr: 'Brandt Schuyler, Mr. Philip French, and Mr.” Robert 'Aliſor, 
Merchants, and conſiderable Traders 1n this City and Province, Mr. Fohr: 
Merrit, 'Sonto Mr. W/iliam Merrit, Mr. Edward Buckmaſter, Mr. Derrick 
"Fanderburgh, who were committed the ſame Night of the Alarm, with- 
<©out either. Warrant or legal Proceſs. | 


- :nant'Cuyfer, upon ſome words between thamy was in like manner drag- 

ged to the Fort, as his fellow Citizens were the Night before. 

\ Mr: Thomas Clark, after ſome days Impriſonment, was brought to that 

[weak condition, that he was wore like to die than live, and was carried 
home in a Sedan; by order of his Goalery Zeyſler. 

. Alfo; Mr. Fobb Merrir, after twenty four Hours Confinement, ' himſelf 

*+being. ill, his: Wife: much indifpoſed, and his only Son lying on' its 

'Dearh+bed, had his Liberty. 

+» Alderman Witiam Merrit, the Grandfather of this Child. greatly deſi- 

ring to ſee it before'dead, made application to his cruel Goaler, Leyſler, 

For leave toiviſitthe:Child, offering any Security he ſhould demand for his 

 xetutn thither 57 or-if he pleaſed to fend a Guard of his Souldiers with 

hirn, he: would fatisfie them for their trouble 3 but nothing could prevail 

with this Barbarous Man, who reſolved to keep the'faid Merrie, with the 

- others before-named, curing his own will and pleaſure, cloſe Priſbners 

ig the Fort, which continued for the ſpace of Twenty One Days, nn 

! then 


«| Thentxtday _ Fohn Tudtr meeting wich the coutagious Lidate- 


= o_— 


then were ſet at liberty, as yet being Strangers to their Crimes that de 


ſerved {o ſevere Puniſhment. 

Oa the twenty fifth of Auguf comes to this place one Mr. 7acob "Mk 
borne from. England, as he gave out; we are obliged ro mention: his 
Name, by reaſon of the greft part he ads in our fature: Troubles. ©. This 
Mar's afﬀfe&ed ambiguous: way of exprefling himſelf,” genders him-unfit for 
* the Converſation of any bur. the Vulgary who in this Age are ſo apr and 

. ready to admire and applaud that they underitand not.- This Perſons de- 
cayed Fortunes were fuch, that not unlike a Man ready to be drowned, 
letting -goa ſure hold, catches at a Twigz ſo he in like manger relinquith- 
eth his old Acquaintance and Friends, - and. joiny nichGar Uturpers, 
whom he revives, by telling them, That in the middle of May laſt, be was 
in England, where all things were ſettled, by the common Voice of the.-Feople, 
in peace, nnder King William, who was an Eleftive Kirig, and bad ſubmitted 
bis Regal Power wholly to the People, ſo that it was now become a Maxim, Vox 
\ Populieſt Vox Dei, and the King was only a Servant to his Subjetts., By 

this our Ulſurpers were encouraged in their old manner of -Reaſoning, 
wheg dbjeged againſt their Illegal Proceedings, What Law or Warrant 


they bad to back them in their Attions ? They would always reply» By: what 


Law, Warrant or Commiſſion did the Prince of Orange go into: nd,' 4nd 
att as he hath done”? And how do you think, King William can take that @- 
amiſs in us, who have only followed his Example ? The very rehear(ing of this 
Diſloyal Comperiihny is ſufficient to:cauſe an Abhorrence and Deteſta- 
tion in every Loyal Subject. 7 } F | 
The next Fruits of this 4ilbormes News, is,” that the Committee of Safes 
ty, as they termed. themſelves, rake upon them toigive: forth an Order 
to the Inhabitants of this .their Majeſties Province, ftgnifying © That 
whereas ſeveral of the Inhabitants had already turned ont their old Officers, 
they ſhould proceed in Eleftion of Civil and Military Officers in the ſeveral 
Counties of this Province, Some Counties accordingly did, by the . aps 
ance.of ſmall Numbers, turn out the. 01d Juſtices of the Peace and 
litary. Officers, iand choſe new. : A- Method formerly never aHowed of, 
. under any of our Kings Reigns, it being always granted to be the undoubt- 
ed Prerogative of the King to Commiſhonate his/Juſtices of the Peace 
and Military Officers. However, when we are better ſatisfied thar it 
hath been-his Majeſties gums Will and Pleaſure toſeparate this Branch: 
of. his :Prerogative | and beſtow it on the People, we (hall readi Ww: 
our Thankful Reception 3 bur til then, we think it the Duty of alt Loy-: 
al Subjects, not to appear in-ſuch —_— $47 453 23 epi1nod 
The 2geb: day.of Seprember being the time. appointed for the choice: of 


Aldermen-and Common Council-Men, in a Charter of Priviledges,granr- 


ed to this City by Colonel Thowas ' Dangan, when Goyernour of this: 
, Province 5 


a | | TH) 


|  - ;Provintez" accordingly the Tohabitants met in the ſeveral Wards, and 


A 


ole as uſbally, no Ward being attended with fo much Diſorder in 


their Election as that” whereunto Captain Leyfler belonged; who, it's 


evident, reſolved right or wrong to have his Son-in Law, Robert Walters, 
to.be returned Alderman for that Ward : 'The Method he took for do- 


1ng it,” was thus; Coming into the place where the Inhabirants were A(- 
EY tembled, in order to'their Choice , he finding the Vote was like to be 
carried "againſt his Son Walters, in the firſt place he objeRed again(t 


Captain Anthony Brockbolſf's. Vote, a conliderable Free-bolder of that 
Ward, his being a Papiſt ; and afterward ſays, / Yote for my Son Walters, 


.my Son Jacoby Yotes for his Br.cher Walters, and my Son Walters Yotes 
' for himſelf, that's three, put them down : By this means was his Son Walter 


returned for that Ward. | 

. The uſual day of publiſhing the Mayor, Sheriff, Town Clerk Alder- 
:men and Common-Council of this City for the ſucceeding Year, was on 
the 14th. day of Oftober, the Birth day of the late King . Zames, in the 
.mean time comes forth 'an Order from the Committee, impowering all 
the Proteftant Free-holders of this County, 'on the- * day of Ofober 


'  toieledt Mayor, Sheriff-and Town Clerk at which Election, the far greac- 


eſt Number of rhe- Inhabitants nor appearing, ( well knowing, chat by 
the-expreſs words of the Charter, that Power was Solely reſerved in 
the Governour's breaſt, to appoint theſe three Officers) the leaſt Num- 
ber of. the Inhabitants, in purſuance of the Order aforeſaid, met and 
Aſſembled together, and oy Majortey of Voices choſe one Peter De La- 
noy. Mayor, Fobarnes Johnſon Sheriff, and Abraham Governour: Town- 
Clerk; .apainſt which Perſons we obje& not-ſo much, as the Method of 


' their being choſen 3 neither ſhall we .be offended, if it ſhall pleaſe his 


Majeſty to add -unto our former Priviledges this likewiſe : The Gen- 
tlemen named being thus choſen, were publiſhed on the cuſtomary 
day. | 0 
| By this time Mr. Mitborne recovers of a fir of Sickneſs, that had hither- 
to: rendred ' him incapable of acting! any 'thing elle -but. affording' his 
Chamber Advice; which'upon'all occafions was conlulted-by our Ufur- 
Leyſler' ; now being reftored.. in great meaſure, to his former Health, 
be vigorouſly joining with this Uſurperand his unſafe Committee, a no- 


table piece of po is —— alli ey them, _ was to 
' £0! E and Athany, 1n order to the ng e Counties into 
lkne Condicon an Di had done this-and the Neigh. 


e Condition and Diſorders asth 
þouring Counties near adjacent. In purſuance hereof, he goes on board a 
Sloop; and Sails forward to: Albany, with fifty"Men, who had liſted them- 
ſelves as Voluntiers, to affiſt that place, if occalion were, a the 
French ; upon his arrival there, -by the great care, conguR and prudence 
«© THC. 0” 
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of Peter Skayler, Mayor of that Ci 
Common-Council and Military Oicers, the deſigned gx of this 
dark Politician were happily fruſtrated, ſo that he returns 

place under ſome Diſappointment. 

The Eighth day of December arrives per 214 Roſton, one Riggs, with two 
- Pacquets from his Majeſty, King Witiam, whereby we hoped to have had 
deliverance from the ſarpation, Slavery and Cruelties of Leyſler; but 
= -— =) were ſoon at anend, the Superſcriprion of the Pacquets 

ing thus, | 

Te Our Truſty and Well-beloved Francis Nicholſon, Eſquire, .Our Liente- 
nant Governour of Our Province of New-York in America ; or it his Ab- 
ſence, to ſuch as for the time being take care to kgep the Peace and adminiſter 
the .aivs of Onr ſaid Province. 

This Iofrioger of our Laws and Liberties, Leyſter, peremptorily aſſumes 
the Pacquets to himſelf, ſaying, He was the Man to whom they were diretFed 
in the Lieutenant Governours abſence, But upon what pretence he deems 
himſelf the Perſon,* except it be for his Breach of the Peace, and Obftru- 
Qing the due courſe of Law ever (ince he hath poſſeſſed himſelf. of che 
Fort, Arbitrarily and 1!legally ruling by the Sword, is ſufficiently evi- 
denced tothe Unbyaſſed Reader, by the fore-going Lines. 

Frederick Phillips and Stephanus Yan Cortland, both of the Council, and 
left in Truſt by the Lieutenant Governour for the keeping of the Peace, 
and legally Governing of this Their Majeſties Province, which they care- 


fully and honeſtly would have diſc>arged the Truſt repoied in them, if * 


they had not been prevented by this Violater of our Laws and Libernes, 
and that with more Renown and Reputation to Their Majeſties, as well 
25 the better Satisfaction of cheir Leige People inhabiting chis Their Ma- 
jeſties Province. 

The two Gentlemen of the Council before-named, being ſent for to 
the Fort, by the requeſt of Mr. Fobn Riggs, ( the Pacquers being by him, 
at thattime not delivered ) they enified to Leyſer, and thole preſent 
with him, That they were ready to obſerve ſuch Orders 2; His Majeſty had gi- 
venin His Pacgquets to his Lieutenant Governour, then abſent, from whom they, 
together with Colonel Bayard, had Inſtruttions to keep the Peace, and adminiſter 
the Law of this Government, which4h:y always were ready to have fulfilled, if 
bad not been Obſtrufted. / R 

Ac this our Uſurper Rages, and vents his Paſſton in his uſual Bilingſgare 
Rhetorick,, calling them, Popiſhly affefted Dogs and Rogues, and bids them 
immediately go ont of the Fort, for they had no buſineſs there, A ſtrange En- 
tertainment to them, who for theſe many Years paſt have always, as 
Councillors, officiated under the ſeveral Governours of this Their Ma- 
jeſties Province, and at that time —_ thole who were left in TR_—_ 

; err 


ty, aſſiſted by the Recorder, Aldermen, 


ack to this 


Their Majcſices Lieutenant Governour.'. However, ſeeing there was no 
Remedy but Patience, (this Violeot Ulſurper reſolving ftill co govern'by 
the SWORD )- they quietly wept ro their Own Homes. 

Their Majefties Pacquets __ aſlumed by our Ulfurper, he im- 
mediately abufeth his. deceived Abertors, by afhrming to them, | #e bad 
received a Commiſſion to be their Majeſties Lieutenant Governonr, and that all 
their Actions were well approved of. ' This readily gained Credence with the 
Vulgar, who are too-apt .and willing to be ited by their Popular 
Leader. From thistime forward he aflumes the Title of Lieutenant Go- 
verzour, and according to the Infiructions your inthe Pacquets, he fwears 

, who were of his Committee of Safety before, ro be Councillors 
nOW, as alfo ſome few more of the Inhabitants, much alike nnto chefe 
Perſons, neither of the higheſt Rank nor Reputation, bur- ſuch as our 
- Ufurper waswell affured werefor his turn. This being: done they pro- 

ceed to Action. | 


NB. Onthe 16th day of December an Order comes forth, Entituled, 
By the Lieutenant Governour and his Conncil, ſigned underneath, Facob 
. Leyſter. _ .. be 324 


The Contents as followeth. 


_ By the Lieutenant Governour, &Cc. and Council. 


Hereas there is an Ah of Aſſembly, dated One Thouſand Six 
L Hundred Eighty Three, Entituled, 4 continued Bill for de- 


| fraying of requiſite Charges of the Government, and many of 
the Inhabitants of this Province, notwithſtanding they have ſubſcribed to 
n_ with the ſame, have diſputed it, when required thereunto. 

heſe are therefore to give Notice unto all Perſons within this Pro- 
vince, that the Cuſtoms and Exciſe ſettled by the ſaid At, hath and 
| doth fiill remain Good, and of full Force, and. that the Collettors and 
Recervers thereof, are impower d to do their Duty therein z All Perſons 
being hereby firitily required to obey the ſame, as they will anſwer the 
contrary at their Peril. Given under my Hand at Fort WIlliam, this 
Szxteenth day of December, 168g. | X 


Jacob Leyſler.. 
| This 


fy) 

This Order of the pretended Lieutenant Governour and Council, be- 
ing ſet up inal! the Publick Places of this City, did not a little Alarm 
the conſiderate Inhabitants, who thereby clearly ſaw the willingneſs of 
this Ulſurper and his Abettors, to enflave them-and their Poſterity, (6 
that he might command their Purſes. A ſtrange Change in a little time ! 
For this Ley/ter in the beginning of our Troubles, was the firſt man that 
diſputed the payment of rhe Cuſtoms, conſulting with ſeveral of the-In- 
habitants, how thoſe Arbitrary Impoſitions might be pulled down. Far- 
ther, how contrary this Order of our Uſurper, and Abertors, is to their 
own ſo often repeated Maxim, [ That whatſoever was afted by 'a Papiſt 
Governour, or under his Anthority, was iplo facto null and void, and of no 
effett in Law. ] If there yet remain any Cahdour or Ingenuity in this vio- 
lent Man and his Abertors, ic will be more honourable for them pub- 
lickly to Recant ſo plain an Error, than ſtill co-perfiſt init; for we pray 


of the Unbyaſſed Reader, what elſe is the intent, purport and meaning of 


this Order, þut to enforce a Law made by a Papiſt Governor, and wnder 
bis Authority, which, by their own Argument, is void in it ſelf, So 
that they muſt either own, this their dark nnintelligible Oracle, hath 
much deceived them in this point of his Politicks, or it's evident to the 
World, they have aflumed upon themſelves a Power to levy Taxes, Cuſ- 


toms and Benevolences, upon the Inhabitants of this Their Majeſties Pro- 


vince, without and contrary to their own conſent, notwithſtanding the 
many wholſom-Laws that have paſſed, under the ſeveral Kings Reigns itt 
the Realm of England, made for the preſervation of the ſame ; as alſo 
contrary to a particular Branch of that A& which their Order hath refe- 
rence unto, that in expreſs words ſays thus, That no Aid, Tax, Tallage, 
Aſſeſment, Cuſtom, Loan, Benevolence or Tmpoſition whatſoever, - ſhall be laid, 
aſſeſſed, impoſed or levied on any His Majeſties Subjetts within this Pro- 
- vince, 0r their Eſt ates, upon any manner or colour of Pretence, but by the Aft 
and Conſent of the Governour, Conncil and Repreſentatives of the People in Ge» 
neral Aſſembly met and aſſenivled, 


Now to the end we may further make our to the World the Unrea- 
fonsblenels as well as the 1!legality of this, we cannot omit to advertiſe 
the /-:partial Reader, That in the Year 1633. arrived to this Province Co- 
lonel-Fhomas Dongan; appointed his Majeſties Governour under his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, the Lord Proprietor of this Province, 
who in a ſhort time after his arrival here, according to particular In- 
ſtructions given him by his ſaid Royal Highneſs, did iflue' forth Writs to 
the ſever! Counties within this Province, for the Eleting of Members 
to ſerve 'in General 'Aflembly, which accordingly was done, and the 
ſame were convened, and begun =_ firſt Selſhon on the © day of 
; 2 


Ofober, 


Calla... 
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Oevober; andthe firſt AR rhat paſt this Seſſions, was that their Order te- 
fers to, wherein-our Repreſenratives wifely provided againſt the critick 
Lawyers of this Age, who too nicely diſtinguiſh betwixt che Kings Sub- 
jeas inhabiting within the Realm. of England, and thoſe inhabiting his 
Dominions abroad, denying the Latter the Priviledges confeſſed to be 
the undoubted Birth-Righr of the former, upon which our ſaid Repreſen- 
tatives, prudently-in the firſt part of that At endeavour to ſecure unto 
themſelves and Poſterities what was the Birth-Right of every Free-born 
Subje& of England. This -;, done, they continue -this AR for 
the defraying of the neceſſary Charges of this Government, which be- 


gins thus, 


The Sepeſrtmives of his Royal Highneſs's Province of New-York, con- 
vened in General Aſſembly, Have, for and in conſideration of the many Gra- 
tous and Royal Favours expreſſed and extended to the Inhabitants of this His 
Province ; and alſo for the boantiful Confirming and Reſerving to them and 
their Poſterity, the Rights and Priviledges, Liberties and Immunities before 


recited and expreſſed, and for the better defraying of the neceſſary Charges and 


Expence of this Province. 


\ How far this Ad is binding upon the Inhabicants of this Province, will 
walern x appear, by duly confidering another Clauſe ofthis very AR, which 
runs thus, 


"That all Bills agreed upon by the ſaid Repreſent atives, or the major part of 
them, ſhall be preſented unto the Governour and his Council, for thew Approba- 
tion and Conſent , all andevery which ſaid Bills,” ſo approved of and conſented 
to by the Governour and Council, ſhall be eſteemed and accounted the Laws of this 
Province y which ſaid Laws ſhall continue and remain in force until they be ve- 
pealed by the Authority aforeſaid, that is to (ay, the Governour, Council 
and Repreſentatives in General Aſſembly, by and with the approbation 
of his Royal Highneſs, or expire by their own Limitations. 

-Now = this AR of the Afſembly, in a'- ſtrict ſenſe, cannot - be al- 
lowed to bea Law of this Province, and ſo not binding upon its Inhabi- 
rants, We Humbly offer theſe Reaſons. 

Firſt, For that by the Authority aforeſaid, this AR never was aflented 
unto, the approbacion of his Royal Highneſs being always wanting, who 
was lo far afterwards from approving of it, that he utterly diſallowed the 
ſame, and thar firſt by a Letter to his Governour, Colonel Thomas Don- 


£m, an eleprreagds coming to the Imperial-Crown of England, he pub- 
y difallo 


wed that Ac, by Ng over a Commuſhon, under the 
Broad Seal of England, to the ſaid Colonel Dongan, to be Captain-Ge: 
48 / OS " nera 


oa 
neral of this Province, and witch ſeven Councillors to. govern the In- 
habicants thereof, any five of which Councillors made a Quoram, and 
the Majority of that five. with the Captain General, were impower- 
ed x - wag all Laws. A Method contrary to,whatthe afore-recited Acts 
preſcribe.  - t : ; 

Secondly,Our ſecond Reaſon why this Ad is no ways binding on the Tn- 
habitants of this Province, is, That the Cuſtoms, Impofitions and, Ex- 
ciſes granted unto His then Royal Highneſs, his Heirs and Succeflors, in 
the faid AR, were given in Conſideration of his ſaid Royal Highneſs Con- 
firming to the Inhabicants the Charter Priviledges, making up the firſt 
part of the ſaid AR, which never was enjoyed by the Inhabitants, nor 
confirmed” to them, but the contrary, as is proved. 

Thirdly, For chat hitherto we are ignorant of any Law, either made 
within the Realm of England, or this their Majefties. Province, by 
which the Inhabitants thereof are obliged to pay unto His. Majefly the 
Cuſtom and Exciſe ſet down in the before recited pretended At of 
Aſſembly : When any ſuch Law is produced, thoſe of us who have 
figned to pay unto King Yiliam the Cuſtoms due unto him, when Le- 
gally demanded, {hall readily comply ; but until that be done, we can- 
not ſee thoſe Notes, ”m by ſeveral of us for peace and quietnels ſake 
C importing no more than what is above written) are any ways Obliga- 
tory. However, when it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God, a Governour 
Arrives to this Province from King Wiliam, we are ready to ſubmir 
this Point, as well as all other Abules and Irregularities done unto us, 
then to be decided in a Legal way and manner. To a Governour, ſo 
Arriving, we - ſhall not be backward to afliit, either. with our Perſons, 
or Eſtates, for the more orderly and peaceable governing this Province, 
and. defraying the publi x Charges thereof, in ſuch a way and manner 
as ſhall be Legally agreed on. 

On the 234, of December, about Seven or Eighta Clock in the Even- 
ing, Jacob Dekey, Junior, Son to Facob Dekey, already mentioned,. with 
Cornelius Depeyfter, Son to the Widdow Cornelio, both Lads, were vio- 
lently carried away to- the Fort by Force of Arms, without Miztiniz 
or Legal Proceſs, Alledging, They had defaced and Torn'down the Or- 
der of the pretended Lieutenant Governour and his Council, which 
upon a due Examination will evidently appear, was ſtanding ſeveral 

hours after their Commitment. How Sollicitous this Cruel Uſurperiis- 
to vent the Fury af his Rage againſt both Tong and Old, is evident 
roall, by the Illegal Confinement of theſe two Lads, for no other caufe 
but his own Arbitrary Will and Pleaſure. 

The ſame Night an Indian Slave belonging to Philip French was drag- 
' ged to the Fort, and there Impriſoned. - 


. The- | 


: , . 
MC 


y Me French Fa in fnamog ſome of Leyſter's Crew, 
=: Tis 006M unto him, by the Iilegal detaining WF his Slave 
that fome' of .the ſtanders-by immediately went and informed 
him, hoon thetin a ſhort time after, as the ſaid French was walk- 
ing 4 ns publick Sos jo this yr about = wy Afairs John 
ao, Sergeant to this urper Leyſler, attended w1 queteers, 
Uo ent: hands, on on him, and, tells him, he was his Priſoner, and to 
he 1 £ Mr. French replyed. Not unleſs ry —_ : 
ccordingly they did, in. the nature- of a Dead though 
vie where he ſoon meets with the Entertainment of a = e Impri- 
onment-. 
* Some hours after the Jr gnnuingesn of this his Majeſties Subje&, 
his own-particular rower Cagpaih John Tue and M Mr. Fames Emer, bo 
allowed. ed, Af of this Province, made application, to his Goaler 
Leyfar or.2.( -opy 5 of his Miztinws, in order to their taking ſuch care 
for their'Clie largement, as the Law allowed of, and directed unto. 
All the Am © they obtained at that time, was, That he conld.do nothing 
without Adviſing with * Comes and he y Hniſewy '2 oy = when . 
 #hey might PINT his they carefully did, though to lit purpoſe 
; for they were denied Entrance into the Fort chat Eveniog ſeveral ces; 
tior -could they. be admitted to ſpeak with their Clieat, ſo thar near 
twenty. four hours were expired e're this Uſurper ſaw cauſe to deliver 
the following Papers, which = the Readers ſatisfaction, we ſhall here 
recite Verbatim, 


Fort William, December 24. Anno 1689. 
Wii: Complaint 5 i made to me, That My. Philip French 


hath, in a moſt Inſolent manner, contemned this Govern- : 
ment, threatning to Tare off (1 f it had not been. already 
one )* the Proelamation for continuin ajeſties Cuſloms and 
Exciſe, according. to an AF of Aﬀſe Bs &c. ch i was forbid 
Il Perſons 8t. +beir Peril. 


Theſe are. in Hu Majeſiy King William's Name to will and re- 
 quzre you to bring the ſaid French before me and Council, to Anſwer 
for the ſame. | 
| Given under my Hand and Seal the Date aboveſaid. 

To Sergeant John Burger, ' 


and his Aſſiſtants. I IS Jacob Leyſler: 
At 
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At a Council beld in New-York the 24h. of 
December, Amo 1689. ; 


.- Lieutenant Governour, Maſ. Cuyler, 
Preſert, Samuel Edſall, Benjamin Blagg, 
Thomas Williams, John Van Coufoenkeven, 
Hendrick Janſe, | Alderman. 


"Hereas Philip French hath behaved himſelf very Contemp- 
: tuouſly againſt the Lieutenant Governour aud Councih, as 
by Evidence taken before him, doth appear, and continueth 
5m the ſame, being examined before them. 

Ordered, That the ſaid French be forthawith committed to ſafe Cuſto» 
dy within Fort-Willtam, till farther Confultation in this matter. 


A True Copy, Examined by : 
Jacob Milborne, Secretary. 


Now whether the Reaſon of this Uſurper's detorring the Delivery of 
the Warrant and Order of Council, above tranfcribed, may not ratio- 
nally be conſtrued, as ſome do, that the Warrant direRed to Sergeant 
Fobn Burgerand his Affiftants was written ſeveral hours after Mr. French's 
being cloſe Priſoner, or not, is a queſtion we ſhall not now infiſt on: 

e Warrant and Order of Council, above written, coming to the 
Hands of the before- Attorneys, on the behalf of their Clear 
they apply themſelvE& affeſh to the pretended Lieutenant Governour and 
Cound) fitting'on Chriſtmas Day inthe Evening, to whom they {ignifted, 
That having peruſed che Warrant and Order of Council, by which My. 
Philip French was committed clofe Priſoner within the Fort, they found. 
nothing contained in either, but what, according to the known Laws of 
England,as well as this Province,was Bailable, and for that end & purpoſe 
they appeared before them, on the behalf of their Client, ro Bail 
to the Value of Twenty Thouſand Pounds, if defired, for his appear- 
ance in any Court of *Record within. this County, there to abide fuch 
Determination, as by Legal Proceſs ſhoald be made againſt him, for or 
by reaſon of the charge Alledged againſt him in the aforeſaid Warrant 
and Order of CcunciL All. 


| LT) 

All the Arguments uſed by theſe Gentlemen of the Law, no ways 
prevailed with this cruel Leyſler, and his Nominal Council, whom he 
is making; uſe of, as his Tools, for the better Cloaking of his own Ar- 
bitrary 1llegal ARions and Intentions. It ſeems as if this Uſurper was 
of the ſame Opinion with ſome Souldiers in Platarchs time, who won- 
dered any would be ſo importunate to Preach Laws and Moral Reaſons to Men 
with SWORDS by'their ſides ; as if Arms'knew not how to deſcend ro 
Rational Inquiries. All the Satisfation given to this ſo lawful demand 
of Bail onthe Priſoners behalf, was only tome ſmall diverſion. Ourlate 
Upſtart States-Man, . Mr. 15lborze, ( now advanced to the Secretaries }.. 
ce "by his New-made Lieutenant Governour ) was pleaſed toafford 
them, by dropping now and then his wonted obſcure Sentences, asking 
the Prifoner's Counſel, Wtether they would ſubmit the Determination of thegr 
Client's Cauſe to the Lieutenant Governour and Council ? Who thereupon 
modeſtly enquired, in what Capacity they fate there, whether Military 
or Civil? Anſwer was made by Mlborne, Borh. The Uncertainty , of 
this Reply, as well as its reaſonableneſs, yielded freſh matter to argue 
upon ; all! which'centred here, that our dark Politician demanded, How 
they would .belpþ themſelues; or by what' means they would be relieved? To 
 whomiit might have been fitly replyed, In the ſame way and manner as you, 
not many Years paſt, recovered Forty five Pounds by a Legal Courſe, againſt 
& Edmund Andros,. for Nine Hours falſe Impriſonmenf=For notwith- 
ſtanding the many endeavours uſed by our Uſurper to quaſh the vari- 
ous Reports coming to us, many ways, of a Governour haſtning from 
His Majeſty; for this Province,we are not diſccaraged in our Expecations 
of,” and well-wiſhing for his lafe Arrival, and then we doubt not but to' 

ſee .ſome-of our. Uſurpers receive the juſt Demerits of their Illegal 

Arbitrary, Doings. * nets 
The 4th.of January CaptainJohn Tuder,by particular Warrant from My: 
Philip, French, applied himſelf to the Mayor of this City with the Kings 
Writ of Habeas Corpus, returnable to the next, Mayor's Court, which 
was the 74h.-of the ſame Month : This Writ ſo Signed by the:Mayor, : 
was fafely .conveyed to Mr. French, and by him delivered to his Keeper, 
who forthwith acquainted the head Goaler, Leyfertherewith, who im- 
mediately ordered. the Wincows where the {aid French was confined, 
to be Nailed up, and that a more firict Watch ſhould be kept over him, 
25 :if-the Cruelcies already exerciſed towards this Free-Born Subject of 
Englaud, were not ſufficient, who hitherto hath been denyed the Acceſs 
of Tos Friends and Acquaincance 3 no, not fo-much as his: Counſellers 


- 


be: at Law admitted to come near him. A Uſage more Cruel and Barba- 


rous.than the molt Notorious Fellon, Traytor or Rebel commonly meet 
 vithal, wo | - 
e 


- The 7th: of Funuery'beinz come, and the Mayor's Court fitting, 
obn Tuder ey ade it, expeRing to have met his Client hove: | 
y vertue:of the aforeſaid Writ,” waiting a conliderable ' time,' and''no 
appearance of Mr. French, he informed that Court, That the Mayor 
was pleaſed on the 4ch. Inſtant to ſign his Majeſties Wric of Habeas 
Corpus.for the bringing; the Body of the ſaid Mr. French together witt\ 
the of his Commitment before that Court, where he was ready 
to argue i on the behalf of his Client the matrer of Law that might 
ariſe ; but ſeeing he was diſappointed; by the aforeſaid Writ n_ iſ- 
obeyed, he ſhould take upon him to open to the Court the Nature 
of 'the aid Writ, which (faid he) s. a Writ granted in the Subjets favonr, 
to prevent the Illegal detainure of any of the King's Subjetts falſly-Impriſoned. 
Soithat 4 Violation: of this kind, was. a Crime of the deepeſt Dye, | and every 
Subjeft was. nearly. concerned therein, none knowing ' whoſe turn it mi 
be next to have their Liberties ſubjected to the Arbitrary Will and Plea- 
are of this Man, L Zeyfer. } sf.) 
Alf, ..to the Bench he directed himſelf in this manner, To who are the 
Mayor and: Aldermen, for the time being, of this City, and ſo conſequently the 
Patrons thereof, it beboves you to take care, the Ancient Liberties and' Free- 
| of -thus City be not infringed,; and that'its Inbabitants be-not -in this ans 


* 


mer os by @« & Force, to the Fort, and there kept cloſe Priſoners. '! 
= $ Oracle, Milborze, being preſent in the Court, after 2 
long continued Silence, y Ex himſelf thus; | 7 do affiimwto + 


this Contt, That 247. French « none of the 'King's Subjett:, without givi ; 
aoy further Reaſons. Ar which the. ſtanders by hiſſed, and ſome 
IK y charged him with being the principal Author of our preſent Trow- 
0 £03 190 209% 81 54134! ') I: MLT 
7! Cl the 12th of Fanzary certain Advice coming to this place of a:Ship 
; to this Port, whereof one /Prents was Maſter, being ſtruck on 
ſome Rocks near New-London, and Mr. French being chiefly concerned in 
the Loading, was forced to ſubmit'to this Proud Ulurper, and to Peti- 
ton him-by'the Title: of Licurenant-Governour, who had before menaced - 
him: 5f b6-won/d dt give the Title of :Lieutenant-Governour, be would put bim 
.whero HE SHOULD. NEVER SEE THE! FACE OF. MAN| MORE, 
o prevent which, and the exigency of his Aﬀairs at that time, he gra- 
tified the Ambitious Humor of this man, Leyſer, and thereby obtained 
tus Liberty, y on and Mr. Thonias Winham's entring into 2 Recogni- 
zance of Five Hundred Pounds to the: King, for the faid French his good 
Behaviour during Twelve Moaths and a: Day: fromthe date thereof*! | ©: 
40, xeturn to-pur Account of the ewa Lads! fielt-: impriſoned, 
Cornelis Degeyſter, by the humble Petition of his'Mother, was ſetat Li- 
.berty..+ Fc0b Dekey is ſtill under Contmemeie, albeit his ule 
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gen tact auradby bis Miſter, Mr. Fob Barber, 1 confiderible 
lent} mt in t ls Oy, _ year 10 bis Goaler, Leyfer, and offered T'wo 
ſhouſand Pounds Security for his —_ appearance to anſwer a-legal 
ce(s againſt 'himz to which end and purpole a Copy of his 4firrimpus 

: hath dives tis been Som S ed, bur "ou not be 7 rg nor no 
W e taken 1 c W111 1erve t 1$ proud. U1ſarper, ie 
gor- releaſe this; Lad, but is Pavents ſending" in-arPeticion, 6dr 
co Leyfler, Licatergnt-Govermonr, and hu Comcil, herem they mutt 
rgivenels fi Ld Flee theyare ignorant of their Son's being re 
y Ahronge a 8nd unheard of Method.to force People: ro pay Homa 
Children owſt be taken from their Parents, Servancs — 
Maſters, Husbands from their Wives, Maſters from their Families, and 
all this an go other-Accounc than their denying to give ay Proud -Ulur- 
per, Leyſer; a-Title that no mhayrappeginlas or berengs cohim.” ©) 
aries we dare thisprogd-tt mam to-produce,-if he can, any Actions ayainſt 
thoſe Inhabitants he moſt maliciouſly CharaRerizes as Popiſly payer ra 
=_ Frove aan NE INE with, wo 


him when a convenient time and 
Pe - pray t - td war Fer _ the ER 
Frovpe Rater Hol ye former beep 
ants, gr wor —_— pre -prabi their 


quiet Inhabi 
Gets Conſcience rtbe + why rpm to 
ON to infer upon him, and chen ins Gow cron 


_ r V1; 
1 2 of  ennary this Ukarr , Le 5 funk under the 

He ad bw chill ewenty Sokilers gle, to-Long-1/ _ 

Een the boa where they in a violent manner, feng, 

and 


pen he Houſe of Mr. Daniel Whitchead, one of are 
Nices of the eace, appointed by our Governour Sir Edmund 
nd io he Houſe, they-in like our dr Edd feds 
\Cheſts'and Boxes, but found not what they looked for, 
. appragnar next day without doing any more 


w SE teenth of January, the-publick Poſt, Mr. Fob ? F | 
ox from Go ; Houſe of Colon npabli Pod Ms eters neg 


Tabove a quatrer of a Mis haters boy wir 19a | 
oy ore art] nella Leyfeer,' STAT 


[With © penn ich were opened and peruſed-ar the 
Bo ehls Arbicrary'Man, who, it'splainand wrdbenchake 
ad ater ob blind; harh made ir his © 


how od iy. 
the 


(25 


{38 wie Yer tir od | 


Ations they deem it a Views, 

att ee Col this our Declaparion and-Nareation 
which is already ſwelled beyond its- intended. Limits, We'cahnotomie 
tranſcribing two Soo Branches of the pretended A of Aſſembly, > ey 


ſuch a padder about, which apon- an impargial 
Aoleyotrnpietoyeng though thac 
t == = will bs found the greace 
Vielarers ther, The Branches we k fit to! — ate 'theſo fol 
ym pn ; | a 77 © 10s: 


we cannot do, forthe 


\ 


ice nor Right fury oY denied, or rev? ro any TT 
this Province. 

: Fhat'ir: RR ynes Bail by ſufficient Sarety fhull be. allowed and 
puliowy: unleſs for Treaſon, or Felony, plainly and eſpecially experfed a 


mentioned in the Warrant of Commitment. 


aches & = theſe our Dn ow prey rl Reged ould 
embly, except it be to that part which w 
Tt to/thelr Mill, let the Unbyailed oo 


is LAklonry d Perfon, Leyfeer, nanrnars s far exah exalted himſelf 
prou fer gu . 


to own his very Kind will 
& = 19mm eromcnaty woe will fe free thery Won from bis Baker 
hole-on any other Terms. 

A plain Demonſtration of this he hath given by his lars cartiago to 
Mr, Lucas Keerſtead, is tre je wy ey. was forced:to 
' Fort; when he came this y applies himiel the 

to him, Couſen Leyller, —yy— perf ? At this he: 
out in mat CTR 3D? "Pls Then be ke to Him 


IC - 
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bythe N of Captain, but that would not do, and he was told chit if 
be: gave him not-the Title of Liewtenant-Governour, he would be put 
hn _— o'avoid which, he'gave him that Title, and then 
Was E. 

Irs ftrange: this Violent Man, Leyſler, who otherwiſe-is ſo Politick, 
ſhould be at,a:ſtand; when this plain 1 Goetion is'put to him, Who' gave 
rect nnd 2 Why doth he not anſwer, as in.cruth it; is, ; 4y Godfather 

445: Milborne,rtnd bis Afſiant V ain Glory, together with my God-mother. Am- 
birjon, | who have engaged on my behalf, that 1 ſhould cleave to the Infernal 
Prince and bis Works, Hug and imbrace all the Pomps and V gnities of this 
wicked World, and as 1 had hitherto been ſo, 1 ſhould ftill contine a faithful 
Servant. to that Bluck, Prince of- the 4s; As long 4s we many Headed Beaſts, 
there Malelttit, would ſtand by me. 


"To Sum! We readily fubmic the Gin of hi Sion 2o-the 
colonel er 
ter, as Ki AMES ba ew, If and his Rude Crew 
Ge aan Tile Mo 


yen - gh 21d On ET 
The Declaration of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons ! aſſembled 
< tatlar, wy wn hay Gy 168g. od gal re cd pm 
ibited againſt re Fames, 4 —— , are 
been moſt notoriouſly commicted by this Utfurper and his Abercors, Ge 
whereof we thall here Ne and ſet _ as\in the 0s, printed Doſe 
£4tion,: viz.: 


That levying Meney for br to the iſe of the.Crown, by the pretence Fx "I 
\pative;\ without Grant of Parliament for longer time, or in other manner than 
the ſame is or (hall be granted, i Illegal. 

That Exceſſwve Bail ought not to be required, nor __ we Fines —_ 


n—_ 908 <= 94 Puniſhment fftee. | 
har "this Arrogant Maa, Leyſter, is palpably guilty of both- 4 


Branches recited, we prove thos, viz. 

i-That by his his: Inſtruments he hath. and doth exact ( by. pretence of Pre- 
| j and for the uſe of the Crown) Cuſtoms, Impoſitions and 'Ex- 
 BEVEr frame granted to the By my which - =yl he mi - on better ac- 
= th taken upon. to erect a Court' 0 equer, 'con- 
a5 yd en of the: {gjd; Court, viz, Samuel Edſall, Benjamin 

-Ba2gs  Tobaun obaunit Proveft; Hendrick; Fanſen, Fobn Cowenhoven, who + 
on the 20eh of Fannary; the 18th of the ſame Month 'ifeve. 
! of the abitants received — (0 appear at this unuſual :Court 
oo 00 


ing Sand] hethes th cndebby, 
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_ oft the hey we ſid, to;giye their Reaſons whh thay would not pay'the | 
Pe 


Moneys they were indebted to the King for Cuſtom. | 

The Perſons ſo ſummoned unanimouſly made choige 'of Mr. Thomas 
Clarktoa for theta, who went to the Fort, where this Court was 
ſittings. being admitted, he firſt etquires, Whether any there had 4 Con: 


| miſſion from King William 10 be Baron of his Exchoond $.oi if apy, that 


bis Comms abt be publickly read : and after roceeded tO (bew 
CS heir Demandsz bur all to Hl purple, the 
Court proceeding to. enter Judgment againſt itants, for whom 
he a , only giving them eight days time to conſider, whether 


" W 
lontarily pay:their > rr _— which otherwiſe = 


would vo 
be levied upon them 


. 7 Dilt _—-_ - . 00 . K 0% \t s 
\ Abouc four a Clock in the Afternoon of this onthe ſome mea- © ? 
5 
b| 


ſure verified an Expreffion our Ulfarper not long {inc pleaſed to ur- 
ter toa Perſon of good Reputation in this Province,. who enquiring of 
him, iy what Power he did ſuch Attions? To whom he anſwered, That he 
was irtveſted with ſuch a Power, as in a little time he conld Command the Head 
of any man in the Province, and it would be forthwith brought him. Something 
ike hereunto was this. cay- fulfilled 3 * for giving: Command to H35;am 
Churchill, and ſeveral Souldiers with him, ; by ſome of the Inhabi- 
rants of this City, namely, Abraham Bra%ior, « Abrabam Clomp, Wit Tom- 
ber, and divers others, 4 oto the Houſe of Colonel Nicholas Bayard 
and by force of Arms enter the ſame, ivning open ſeveral Doors and 
Locks, in order to the ſeizing of the {aid Colonel Bayard, whom ( as 
ſome of them ſaid) they were ordered to take dead or alive. Colonel 
Bayard for his own Security had left his own Houſe, and was gotten into 
his Neighbours, near his back-fide, viz. one Mr. Richard Eliot, a Cooper, 
whoſe Houle in like manner by Churchill and his Attendants, was broken 
open, where they laid hold of Colonel Bayard, and in a moſt abuſive 
manner dragg'd him to the Fort. In this Riotous Tumult was ſtoln out 
of the Houle of the ſaid Eljer, three Silver S 
But the unlimited Will of this Violeac yackons Utſurper, was not 
por ehtnd with the taking and impriſoning of Colonel Bayard, nor his 
ice thereby fully anſwered, for in like manner he vents his F 
againſt Stephanus van Cortlandt, late Mayor of this City, whoſe Houſe 
likewiſe was broken open, and moſt of his Doors and Locks ſpoiled, 
though they were fruſtrated of their Deſign, by his eſcaping out of their 
cruel Hands for that time. 
Alſo, Mr. Wiliam Nicols was laid hold on by the men of Brenckle at the 

Ferry-houſe on Long-!land, and was brought over in the Evening aad 
carried to the Fort. | 
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